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Restoration 

There is a new housing devel-

opment going on behind my 

parents’ house that has taken 

most of my life to get ap-

proved. Originally, the plan 

was for a much larger devel-

opment that would have in-

cluded building on what, at 

the time, was called 

“unrecoverable wetlands”. 

The argument at the time was 

that the land where the homes 

were to be built could not be 

built there, because the land 

had dried out and would never 

have water in it again. Then 

we had a series of storms 

years ago with waves so large 

they were crossing PCH at 

times, and all of a sudden, this 

land that was “unrecoverable” 

had fully recovered. As I look 

at the Scriptures for our up-

coming season of Lent, I am 

reminded that God in the per-

son of Jesus was and is in the 

business of restoration. Our—

now growing again—Sunday 

Morning Worship Experience  

Restoration 

is certainly one way to do 

that. Our Monday night Bible 

study continues in the Bjel-

land’s home and we have a 

membership class after wor-

ship on Sundays that also 

serves as a Lenten study for 

those who are interested. 

Please see me if you are inter-

ested now, as there will be 

some catching up to do. East-

er is April 16th this year and 

will be bringing 6 new people 

into the congregation includ-

ing two baptisms. If you are 

reading this and feel you have 

missed out, don’t worry, there 

are seven Sundays in the sea-

son of Easter and we will use 

them to offer the membership 

class again. This year, prepa-

ration is being made for our 

first ever “sunrise” service at 

Dog Beach. This will be a dog 

friendly service at 8am and 

will be offered to both all of 

us, and to my online meet up 

community “Blessing of the 

Animals”. At 9:45am on    

Restoration 

Easter, we will have our annu-

al egg hunt with the children 

of both the 8am and 10:30am 

services participating.—Hint, 

earlier in the day means choc-

olate in the eggs! This is also 

an excellent time to come for 

our potluck breakfast. Follow-

ing the potluck breakfast, we 

will have our English speak-

ing service at our normal time 

10:30am. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Johan Dodge 

March 2017 
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Good Shepherd 

United Methodist Church 

8152 McFadden Avenue 

Westminster, CA 92683 

Rev. Johan Dodge | Senior Pastor 

Church Office: 714-897-0100 

Email: goodshepherdwestminster@yahoo.com 

Rev. Ase Nguyen | Vietnamese Pastor 

Church Office: 714-898-9108 

 

Ana Flores | Preschool Director 

Preschool Office: 714-894-4330 

For more info, visit our websites:  

www.gswumc.com 

vngoodshepherdumc.com 

www.preschool.gswumc.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

9th—Blaise Richelieu 

20th—Joanne May 

25th—Diane Maggs 

28th—Pastor Johan Dodge 

Please let the office know if we are  
missing on any important dates! 

 

Every Sunday, 1:00-2:30pm 

Ends with Baptism on Easter,  

Sunday, Apr. 16th at 10:30am 
It’s not too late to join!  

Please see Pastor Johan to sign-up. 

Pastor Johan will be  

giving out ashes on  

Wednesday, March 1st at 

Chronic Tacos  

(7621 Edinger Ave Huntington Beach, CA 92647) 

from 11am to 2pm! 

2 



 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, 

self-reflection and repentance when we seek to 

literally “turn around” and realign our lives and fo-

cus toward God. It is a time to give up things as 

well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us 

rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish 

desires. By doing so, seek to live and love as more 

faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

This year our mission project for Lent is Imagine 

No Malaria. We are distributing offering boxes for 

this project and we ask you to be more aware of 

how God is working in your life. 

 When you wake up in a warm bed with a roof 

over your head and food for breakfast waiting 

in the kitchen, put a thank offering in your box. 

 When someone does you a kindness, put an 

offering of gratitude in your box. 

 When you realize by that sinking feeling that 

you goofed, put in an offering of contrition. 

 When you get an unexpected e-mail or phone 

call from a loved one, put an offering of joy in 

your box. 

 When you feel God calling you to help out 

someone less fortunate, put an offering of com-

passion in your box. 

 When you realize that you are beloved child of 

God, rejoice and be glad and offer up to God 

your offering of thanksgiving. 

 Etc. etc. etc., you get the idea. 

Lent is a time of self-examination in preparation for 

Easter. A time of prayer, fasting (which can be giv-

ing up a favorite food), self-denial, Bible reading 

and giving thanks for the gift of salvation we re-

ceive through the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

Plus, your offering will help save lives from malaria. 

Imagine No Malaria is a ministry of the people of 

the worldwide United Methodist Church, putting 

faith into action to end preventable deaths from 

malaria in Africa. Our goal is to raise 75 million dol-

lars. When we started this project in 2010, every 

30 seconds a child died from malaria in Sub-

Saharan Africa. Now it is one child dies every 2 

minutes. We still have a long way to go, but malar-

ia was eliminated in the U.S. in the 1950’s. So, it 

can be eliminated in Africa too. 

With our global partnerships, we are able to im-

prove the way people fight the disease by supply-

ing, to date, over 2,300,000 bed nets, providing 

access to diagnostic tests and medicine, draining 

stranding water and improving sanitation. Imagine 

No Malaria combines integrated health infrastruc-

ture (4 out of 10 hospital patients in Africa are ma-

laria victims), grass-root education, over 100,400 

trained health workers and advocacy to address 

death and the debilitating effect of malaria in Sub-

Saharan Africa. 

We will collect the offering boxes on Easter Sunday. 
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GREETINGS FROM GREETINGS FROM GREETINGS FROM    

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOLGOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOLGOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL   

The school is a ministry of the church and 

provides an environment that encourages 

the growth of children intellectually, phys-

ically and spiritually. 

The school serves children ages 2-6 in the 

preschool (we assist with potty training), 

and after school program, Kind-5th grade. 

Teachers plan curriculum using the State 

Foundations and set individual goals for 

each child based on the Core Knowledge 

Curriculum as a guide. 

Good Shepherd provides a quality pro-

gram and has a great low rates. 

The huge play yards offer a fun safe envi-

ronment which allows children to use and 

develop the necessary strengths to be all 

that they can be. 

The school is open from 6:30am-6:00pm. 

This is the time we really need your help 

to tell your friends and neighbors about 

the quality program available at Good 

Shepherd School. Here are some im-

portant info you can share with families 

interested in our program: 
We are trying to help  

the environment by... 

Ink cartridges, plastic bottles, overripe 

fruits/old vegetables/vegetables/fruit 

peelings (we feed our bunnies and chick-

ens with them). If you would like to help 

us by donating some of the above, any-

thing would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Thank you so much for your continuous 

prayers and support! 

 

GOD IS GOOD!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

6:30pm Zumba 

11am-2pm Ash   

     Wednesday -  

     Chronic Tacos 

2 

7pm Viet. Prayer &    

  Bible Study Night 

7:30pm AA Meeting 

3 

6:30pm Zumba 

4 

7am Zumba 

9am Viet. Comp. Class 

2:30pm Viet. Worship  

       Team Practice 

5 

8am Viet. Service 

10:30am Eng Service 

1pm Membership Class 

6 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Bible Study     

   - Bjelland’s Home  

7 

9am Shepherd Hands 

6:30pm Zumba 

7:30pm Praise Band Practice 

8 

6:30pm Zumba 

9 

7pm Viet. Prayer &    

  Bible Study Night 

7:30pm AA Meeting 

10 

6:30pm Zumba 

11 

7am Zumba 

9am Viet. Comp. Class 

2:30pm Viet. Worship  

       Team Practice 

12 

8am Viet. Service 

10:30am Eng Service 

1pm Membership Class 

   Daylight Savings! 

13 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Bible Study 

   - Bjelland’s Home  

14 

9am Shepherd Hands 

6:30pm Zumba 

7pm Trustees Meeting 

7:30pm Praise Band Practice 

15 

6:30pm Zumba 

16 

7pm Viet. Prayer &    

  Bible Study Night 

7:30pm AA Meeting 

17 

6:30pm Zumba 

18 

7am Zumba 

9am Viet. Comp. Class 

2:30pm Viet. Worship  

       Team Practice 

19 

8am Viet. Service 

10:30am Eng Service 

1pm Membership Class 

20 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Bible Study 

   - Bjelland’s Home  

21 

9am Shepherd Hands 

6pm Preschool Board Meeting 

7pm Church Council Meeting 

7:30pm Praise Band Practice 

22 

6:30pm Zumba 

23 

7pm Viet. Prayer &    

  Bible Study Night 

7:30pm AA Meeting 

24 

6:30pm Zumba 

25 

7am Zumba 

9am Viet. Comp. Class 

2:30pm Viet. Worship  

       Team Practice 

26 

8am Viet. Service 

10:30am Eng Service 

1pm Membership Class 

27 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Bible Study 

   - Bjelland’s Home  

28 

9am Shepherd Hands 

6:30pm Zumba 

7:30pm Praise Band Practice 

29 

6:30pm Zumba 

30 

7pm Viet. Prayer &    

  Bible Study Night 

7:30pm AA Meeting 

31 

6:30pm Zumba 
 

2017 
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